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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings^ of claims in 
the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

L (origina]) A vehicle contprising: 

an active network for conrununicating data between devices within the vehicle, 
a device disposed within the vehicle and having a vehicle related fiinction, the device being 
coupled to the active network, and wherein the device includes a device netwoilc element 
forming a portion of the active network. 

2. (original) The vehicle of claim 1, wherein the device network element 
comprises a switch. 

3. (original) The vehicle of claim 1, wherein the device network element 
comprises a router. 

4. (original) The vehicle of claim 1 , wherein the device network element 
comprise a bridge. 

5. (original) The vehicle of claim 1, wherein the active network conq>rises a 
packet data network. 

6. (original) The vehicle of claim 1, wherein the device comprises a second 
device netwoik element. 

7. (original) The vehicle of claim 6, wherein the device network element and 
the second device network element are commimicatively coupled. 

8. (original) The vehicle of claim 6, wherein the device networic element is 
coupled to a fust portion of the active network and the second device network clement is 
coupled to a second portion of the active network. 
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9. (original) The vehicle of claim 1, wherein the device includes a first 
functional element and a second functional element, and wherein the first functional element 
and the second fiuictional element are coupled to the device network element. 

1 0. (original) The vehicle of claim 9, wherein the device network element 
confiprises a first device network element and a second device network element, the first 
functional element being coupled to the first device network element and the second 
functional element being coupled to the second device network element 

11. (original) The veliicle of claim 10, wherein the first device network 
element and the second device network element are communicatively coupled. 

1 2. (original) The vdiicle of claim 1 , wherein the active network comprises a 
phirality of active network elements coupled by connection media. 

13. (original) In a vehicle comprising an active network for communications 
within the vehicle, the active netwoik comprising a plurality of active network elements 
coupled by communication medi a, a method of coupling a device to the active networic 
comprising: 

providbg within the device an device network element and coupling the 
device network element to the active network. 

14. (original) The method of claim 13, wherein the step of coupling the device 
network element to the active network comprises coupling the device network element to one 
of the active nctwoik elements of the plurality of active network elements. 

15. (original) The method of claim 13, wherein the step of coupling the device 
network element to the active network comprises coupling the device net^^'ork element to a 
first active element of the plurality of active network elements and to a second active element 
of the plurality of active network elements. 

16. (original) The method of claim 13, wherein the step of providing a device 
network element comprises providing a first device network client and a second device 
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network element and wherein the step of coupling the device network element to the active 
network comprises coupling the jEirst and second device networic elments to the active 
network. 

17. (origina]) The method of claim 16, wherein the step of coupling the first 
and second device network elements to the active network comprises coupling the first device 
netwoik element to a first active element of the active network and coupling the second 
device network element to a second active client of the active network. 

1 8. (original) The method of claim 16, wherein the step of coupling the first 
and second device network elements to the active netwoik comprises coi^Ung the first and 
second device network elements to a first active element of the active network and coupling 
the first and second device network elements to a second active element of the active 
network- 

19. (canceled) 
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